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Great Lakes Waterfront Trail / Great Trail
Road Improvement  Feasibility Study

Introductory Meeting



Agenda:

• Introduction: (5 mins)
• GLWT Update and Project Overview: (20 mins)
• Post Feasibility Study: Grant Applications (5 mins)
• Initial Comments and Next Steps (30 mins)
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A Registered Charity

Nearing 3600km, the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail is a signed route of paths and roadways. It connects communities 

including First Nations along the Canadian shores of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River, the world’s largest group  
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to its ecological health, community renewal, and economic vitality. Approximately 750km  
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Coming Soon

• 25th Anniversary
• 3000 km, signed route
• 155+ partner communities and First Nations
• Combination of trails and roads

• 3 Great Lakes, 5 bi-national rivers
• 4 UNESCO Biospheres, 40 Provincial Parks, 700+ parks, 
beaches, conservation areas, 100s heritage attractions 
• Signed connections to Greenbelt Route and 13 GO Transit 
stations



WaterfrontTrail.org

WaterfrontTrail.org

Protect. Connect. Celebrate.  
Canada’s Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River.

Travel up to 460 km between Sault Ste. Marie and 

Sudbury, visit 26 communities including four First 

Nations, connect with 12 heritage rivers emptying 

into the “Caribbean of the North”, touring the great 

Canadian landscape that inspired the Group of Seven.

Stay at cyclist-friendly marinas with beautiful lake 

vistas, eat at locally-owned restaurants with great 

food. Enjoy night skies not restrained by city lights, 

gorgeous beaches and waterfalls.

You’re going to love it.

Download the full itinerary from The Waterfront Regeneration Trust & Partners

Great Lakes Waterfront Trail 
Lake Huron North Channel

How to Donate

Trip planning materials are based on the tour 

itineraries developed for our popular annual 

supported tour, the Great Waterfront Trail 

Adventure (GWTA). Maps and itineraries are 

free to print and download.

Finding the Itineraries 
click on Trip Ideas      Self-Guided Tours      Sault Ste. Marie To Sudbury 

Includes detailed pdf maps with distance and route 

conditions, daily itineraries with points of interests, 

heritage notes, and accommodation and side trip 

suggestions. Includes Ride with GPS.

Available on Ride with GPS 
visit www.ridewithgps.com      Find      Keyword: GWTA19

Download the route! The GPS complements rather 

than replacing the printed itineraries. 

Check out 6 other trip guides along Lake Ontario, 
Lake Erie and Lake Huron as well!

The Waterfront Regeneration Trust is the charity 

working with 150 communities and First Nations to 

protect, connect and celebrate the world’s largest 

group of freshwater lakes through the creation of the 

3600 km Great Lakes Waterfront Trail.
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a broader strategy to regenerate the waterfront’s 

ecological health, sense of community and economic 

vitality and ensure the waterfront is clean, green, 

accessible, connected, open, useable, diverse, 

affordable and attractive.

Join our League of Extraordinary Waterfront Trail 

Champions and support our work to improve, expand 

and promote the Trail and the values it represents.

www.WaterfrontTrail.org

• Suited for experienced cyclists. 

• Follow mostly quiet northern roads.

• Up to 450 km over 5–7 days,  

including St. Joseph Island.

• 50 km on generous paved shoulders of Hwy 17.  
Where there were no other options, the route follows generous paved 
shoulders on Hwy 17. The longest continuous stretch on is 23 km between 
Iron Bridge and Bruce Mines, following the Mississagi River.

• Gravel Grind: Almost 50 km.  

The longest stretch of the route along unpaved roads is 14 km (southwest 
of Iron Bridge). Each day’s itinerary and map includes an approximate 
distance on gravel. Don’t get discouraged, with the right tires, it is 
manageable and keeps you off of the shoulderless sections of Hwy 17.

460 km Lake Superior to  
Sault Ste. Maire & Sudbury.

26 Communities & First Nations.

GUIDE
+ MAP

LAKE HURON NORTH CHANNEL

RUGGED. 
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GWTA 2019 ResultsGWTA 2019

• 160 Cyclists cycled
• 380-460kms
• 23 Communities
• 60kms Provincial Highway, including 50km on Highway 17
• Approx 53kms Gravel/Unpaved Roads and Trails
• *Roughly $143,000 local economic benefits (based on GWTA 2019 survey results)
• *99% would recommend the GWTA to friends and family
• *86% state this section of  Trail provides a great cycling experience
• The hospitality of  the North blew them away!

*Source: 2019 GWTA Participant Survey





Feasibility Study
• WRT led with funding from Trans Canada Trail and funding and support from Destination Northern Ontario
• Tulloch Engineering to review roughly 50kms of  identified gravel roads and trails along route alignment

Review will include:
• Gravel surface condition evaluation
• Roadside condition evaluation (including recommendations for ditching, 

brushing and drainage)
• Base condition observations (frost heave, soft spots, other surface distortions)
• Estimate costs to improve surface treatment
• Liaise with local roads superintendants on past performance of  subject areas

and collect comments.

Goals: 
• Prioritize improvements to unpaved sections of  the route
• Provide a foundation for future capital improvement grant applications 

(with assistance by DNO staff)



Milestones

• Introductory meeting (today!)
• September/October: Tulloch liaises with Municipal Roads Staff, 

collects comments and conducts visual review of study area extents
• October: WRT site visit to review specific site wayfinding strategies 
• November: Feasibility study report released
• November/December: Collect and review findings, feasibility study 

wrap up meeting. Identify next steps and begin collaborative capital 
improvements grant applications for priority areas.



1. Government Road: Gordon Lake Road to Centre Line Road (6.0 km) – Johnson and Plummer
2. Conc 6 / Caribou Rd: Centre Line Road to Caribou Road and Laird St (approx.) (3.7km) – Plummer and Bruce Mines
3. Cloudslee / Ansonia and Duff: Chapman to Duff  to Ansonia and Hopper (5.6km) – Plummer and Huron Shores
4. Ingram / Brownlee Road: Walker to Brownlee Road (approx.) (5km) – Huron Shores
5. Dayton Road: Pioneer Road (nw intersection) to Chevis Road (12.7km) – Huron Shores
6. Off-Road Trail, Parallel to Highway 17: Martin St to Causley/Leacock Intersection (2.4km) – Blind River
7. Lake-Frammpet Trail: Lake Dr to Frammpet Dr (1.9km) – Blind River
8. Highway 17/538 Intersection Routing: (166m) - North Shore
9. Declerk/Menard: John St to Hwy 17 (3.2km) – Spanish
10. River Road: Intermittent extents Hwy 17 to approx. 3km south of  Government Road intersection 

– Massey (9.3km) & (4.1km) – Sables-Spanish Rivers

Study Areas & 
Extents

1.
2. 3.

4.

5.

6. 7.
8. 9.

10.

Study Area Google Map: https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1NwUNLOkiqwgnkmiXei9MVMCISBwmiCCj&usp=sharing



Discussions:
• Local updates on extents
• Impact on or by ongoing or upcoming local projects?
• Questions and Comments
• Next steps (Chris Kirby, Tulloch)
• Guiding thoughts, grant applications: Mike Wozny, DNO



Great Lakes Waterfront Trail / Great Trail Expansion on Lake Huron North Channel:

Approx 380 km (excluding St. Joseph Island) end-to-end

This is only 30km longer than cycling Highway 17 directly.



WRT Project Lead: David Meyer, Project Manager
projects@wrtrust.com



Waterfront Regeneration Trust

• Co-ordinate a partnership of 155+ communities and First Nations to create a 3600 km Great Lakes Waterfront Trail
• Continuous, consistently signed, marked and mapped, extensively promoted
• Foundational piece of Ontario’s Provincial cycle network, 
• Part of the Great Lakes Strategy, Ontario Trails Strategy
• Host regional and plenary partners meetings to give partners an opportunity to learn and share from each other and set priorities for the Trail program

• Promote the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail as a provincial recreational, fitness and tourism asset of national significance and key 
part of a strategy to protect, connect and celebrate Canada’s Great Lakes
• Develop & host multi-community programs and events geared to promote the WHOLE Trail, eg. the Great Waterfront Trail Adventure
• Promote the Trail and local cycling at trade shows and in print and social media
• Develop and maintain excellent web-resources for trail users that promote Great Lakes Waterfront Trail communities
• Develop on-line resources for partners to facilitate cross-promotions
• Create a network of strategic promotional partners eg CAA, Velo Quebec, Swim, Drink, Fish Canada, Greenbelt Foundation, Metrolinx

• Leverage membership to attract additional resources and funding from foundations, corporations (CIBC, CAA, MEC, Ontario 
Parks), senior government for programs, signage, partnership activities, trail projects and expansions
• Maintain an inventory of priority capital projects with local partners

• Represent Great Lakes Waterfront Trail interests to senior governmentà MOEPC, MTO, MHSTCI, MMA, MHL and RTOs—make 
the case for senior government participation and funding

Protect, Connect, Celebrate and Regenerate Canada’s Great Lakes



Legacy Vision

The Great Lakes are the largest group of freshwater lakes on earth, containing 21% 
of the world’s surface freshwater. 

Connect people to the Great Lakes waterfront and in doing so, engage them in 
the work to make our Great Lakes waterfront a healthy and vibrant place to live 
and work.

We envision a Great Lakes Waterfront Trail that is complete & connected, an 
integral part of each ecosystem it passes through, enhancing the environment, 
economy, society and history of every community that participates in the 
development and use of the Trail.   

Protect, Connect, Celebrate and Regenerate Canada’s Great Lakes

Dedicated route as close to the water’s edge as ecologically feasible
First step towards a regenerated waterfront



Cycling Contributes
• In times of Covid—domestic cycle tourism is going to increase. A survey of cyclists showed cyclists will likely 

cycle more or the same this summer.

• $133B annually to U.S. Economy
– generates $17.7B in annual federal and state tax revenue
– produces $53.1 billion annually in retail sales and services
– 60M recreational bicyclists

• $1.2B annually in spending in Québec
– creates the equivalent of 10K jobs
– adds $215 million in tax revenues
– Public investment of $250M to create la Route Verte and generates $134M annually—ROI in 2 years.

• 1.6 million cycling visits in Ontario accounted for $517M
• 41% of Ontarians say they want to ride a bicycle more than they currently do
• On average cyclists spend $317 per trip
• 94% of visits by cyclists were overnight visits
• 53% believe Province should provide more funding for municipal/regional bike tourism initiatives
• 48% would tour to other parts of Ontario if they cycled more
• 70% agree Ontario should promote cycle tourism
[Sources: https://www.adventurecycling.org/routes-and-maps/us-bicycle-route-system/benefits-and-building-support/economic-impact/
http://www.velo.qc.ca/en/Viewpoint/Cycling-in-Quebec-in-2015-confirms-the-growing-popularity-of-biking]
Ontario Cycling Tourism Statistics 2016/2014, Tourism Research Unit
Share the Road Coalition 2014

https://www.adventurecycling.org/routes-and-maps/us-bicycle-route-system/benefits-and-building-support/economic-impact/
http://www.velo.qc.ca/en/Viewpoint/Cycling-in-Quebec-in-2015-confirms-the-growing-popularity-of-biking

