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2024 Great Waterfront Trail Adventure

Sault Ste. Marie to Manitoulin Island
Along the Lake Huron North Channel

In 2007, Waterfront Trail Partners gathered for a two-day meeting to celebrate the completion of 52 projects that established a
continuous route from Niagara on the Lake to Quebec, and set priorities for the next decade.

The annual Great Waterfront Trail Adventure (GWTA) is an outcome of that meeting. An annual cycling tour was identified as
the most effective way to develop the Trail ‘s tourism potential, and excellent complement to local and regional event
programming.

In its sixteenth year, the GWTA continues to demonstrate its power to raise the Trail’s profile as an exceptional tourism
experience. Organized by the Waterfront Regeneration Trust in partnership with CAA, Destination Northern Ontario, and
Waterfront Trail communities, it showcases the warm hospitality of our community partners, celebrates the ongoing
investments to improve the Trail and the places it connects, and builds a community of enthusiastic Trail users and champions.

Since 2016, WRT has been working with Destination Northern Ontario (DNO), Trans Canada Trail and the Province of Ontario to
expand the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail into Northern Ontario along the Lake Huron North Channel, Manitoulin Island and Lake

Superior, as part of the province-wide cycle network.

This year ride shows the results of the collaboration.
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2024 Great Waterfront Trail Adventure
Chippewa Falls to Sault Ste. Marie to Manitoulin Island

Along the Lake Huron North Channel

485 km (67 — 100km of riding per day). The 2024 Great Waterfront Trail Adventure (GWTA) showcased Northern
Ontario’s natural beauty and cultural richness. From August 13th to 20th, 110 cyclists from across Canada and the
U.S. embarked on a fully-supported, multi-day journey from Chippewa Falls along Lake to Sault Ste. Marie and
continued along the Lake Huron North Channel to Manitoulin Island.

5 Overnight Host Communities: Sault Ste. Marie (2 nights), Bruce Mines and Thessalon), Blind River and
Mississauga First Nation, Massey or Espanola, and Little Current (2 nights).

12 Rest Stop Hosts: Velorution Bike Shop, Hayden Fuels and Convenience Water Stop, McCauley's Havilland Bay Restaurant,
Breakfast at Basshiing hosted by Garden River First Nation, Loon Dollar Monument Water and Welcome Stop hosted by the
MacDonald, Meredith and Aberdeen Additional aka Echo Bay, MacLennan Community Centre, Tarbutt, Thessalon Welcome and
Water Stop, Iron Bridge Recreation Centre, Iron Bridge Historical Museum, Municipality of Huron Shores, Algoma Mills Causeway
Welcome hosted by Municipality of North Shore, Lunch Stop at the Spanish Municipal Marina, Clear Lake Beach, hosted by the
Town of Espanola.

Participating businesses, service clubs and attractions: Sault Cycling Club, Northern Superior Brewing Tap Room,
Chippewa River Restaurant, Block House Pub, Roberta Bondar Pavilion , lje’s Place , Bruce Mines Red House, Copper Bean Cafe,
Bobber’s Restaurant, Light Haven Home, Bruce Mines Trail Blazers, the Bruce Mines Museum, Bruce Mine's Lions Club, Bruce
Mines Legion Branch 211, Little Rapids General Store , Sunset Family Restaurant, Pier 17, Poirier’s Confectionary and

Pizza, Poirier’s Clover Farm, Cortina’s, Chutes Provincial Park , Church Mouse Café, Maja’s Garden.

22 Participating accommodations providers (hotels, motels, college residence, cottage resorts). Participants rated
accommodations as excellent or good in the survey.

110 participants from 3 provinces 6 US states, aged 18 to 85.

24 elected representatives and community leaders met GWTA Honorary Tour Directors and participants at rest
stops and, in some cases, cycled with the group.
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71 responses; conducted August 2024

219% first time on the GWTA $201K * Total estimated economic benefits

76% visited communities for the first time on the route. $1,278 average spending by participants

99% rate the GWTA highly as a summer holiday experience 87 % spent 1 or more nights in a hotel pre or post event; for a
(92% Excellent; 7% Good). total of 103 additional hotel stays.

96% will recommend the event to friends and family. 49% of respondents stayed in 22 hotels; 51% camped.
93% believe this section of the route is well-marked. 200, 924 reached through WRT social media campaigns.

86% described riding on enhanced shoulders of HWY 17
positively (enjoyable, safe or comfortable), 10% negatively
(unsafe, unpleasant or uncomfortable); 4% neutrally (they were
prepared)

84% described riding on the shoulders of HWY 6 positively,
12% negatively; 4% neutrally (see HWY 17 rating above for definitions)

449% described riding on gravel positively; 39% negatively, 17%
neutrally. (See HWY 17 rating above for definitions)

/3% used Ride with GPS; 97% used printed maps

53% will revisit a community or area we cycled during the
GWTA.

*Findings in the report reflect data collected through registration and survey results.



2024 GWTA Honorary Tour Directors and Ambassadors

Honorary Tour Directors and Ambassadors meet elected leaders and staff at community rest stops to thank them for their hospitality and share their impressions of the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail.
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Steve Parish, retired Mayor Joanne Dies, Regional Bev MacDougall, former Lambton ~ Rod Forrester, WRT Volunteer Amelia Chand, CivicAction
of Ajax Councillor, Ajax Regional Councillor for Sarnia




2024 GWTA Honorary Tour Directors and Ambassadors—CAA South Central Ontario Team!

CAA has been a partner with the WRT since 2012, supporting major trail expansions along Lake Erie, Lake Huron, Georgian Bay, the North Channel and Lake
Superior for a total of 3,000 km as well as serving as a presenting sponsor and partner for the annual GWTA.

Kin Lee-Yow, CAA Club Michael Stewart,
Group, Chief Information Government and
Officer Community Relations



Community Engagement — Dignitaries,
Elected Representatives and Community

Leaders

The extensive community involvement is unique feature of the GWTA and
demonstrates the decades long collaboration that makes the Trail possible.

Sonny Spina, Councillor,
Sault Ste. Marie

Betty McGie,
Destination Northern
Ontario

Darrel Phillion, Sault
Cycling Club

Jim Mihell, Sault Cycling
Club

Chief Karen Bell, Garden
River First Nation

Cheyenne Nolan,
Garden River First Nation

Garden River First Nation
Youth Drumming Circle

Janet Maguire, CAO
Johnson Township

Jody Orto, Councillor
Bruce Mines

Bill Rosenburg, Mayor,
Town of Thessalon

Jordan Bird, Deputy
Mayor Thessalon

Susan Brisson, Town of
Thessalson

Sally Hagman, Mayor,
Town of Blind River

Elder Evelyn Niganobe,
Mississauga First Nation

Tony Moor, Mayor
Township of North Shore

Tracey Simon, Councillor
Township of North Shore

From GWTA 2024 participants....

Len Menard, Township
of North Shore

Fire Chief Matt Simon,
Township of North Shore

Karen Von Pickartz,
Mayor, Town of Spanish

Al Boyd, Deputy Mayor,
NEMI (Town of
Northeastern Manitoulin
and the Islands)

Shelley Petrie, Greenbelt
Foundation

Maja Mielonen,
Manitoulin Island Cycling
Advocates

Love the scenery and location and support of small communities.

So warmly welcomed by mayors and other community leaders in the towns.

Especially liked seeing and experiencing communities, people, history, sights

meeting with fellow travelers and meeting with First Nations
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Who Comes?

51%

Come with friends or family

31%

Come alone

*Remaining 18% signed up as volunteers

42.65%

Female

55.88%

Male

1.47%

44%
Aged 66 - 74

32%
Aged 46 - 65

15%
Aged 18 - 45
9%

Aged 75+




CAA Sponsored Support

71% of participants are members of CAA or AAA

76% of respondents used CAA's Mobile Bike Assist Service to repair or
adjust their bike.

48% used support vehicles during the ride
53% said availability of support important to their decision to participate

64% of survey respondents used CAA hotel booking service

“ Always thankful Gershom is there with
help and advice if needed!”

“CAA's support and bike mechanic were
a highlight.”

“| didn’t use the service personally, but it
meant a lot to me that the mechanic was
there as a safety net.”

“I had a puncture that wouldn’t re-seal
that Gershom was able to repair so that |
could continue with confidence.”

“Excellent service and explanation of
what he was doing from the mechanic,

Gershom, with pointers to maintain my
bike.”

“While the availability of support wasn't a
factor in my decision to ride this year, it
definitely will be going forward and when
recommending this trip to other people.
Help was always available without being
front and centre which was the perfect
combination.”

“CAA made it easy to have all our
accommodations handled together in
one booking.”



Q: Is this the first time you Q: Did you visit communities for the
participated in the GWTA? first time on this tour?

Answered: 71 Skipped: 0 Answered: 71 Skipped: 0

Yes Yes

No

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%




Q: Overall, how would you rate the GWTA as a summer holiday experience?

Answered: 71 Skipped: 0

Rate the GWTA highly
as a summer holiday
experience

Very good
Good
Somewhat Good

Not For Me

\ 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%/
’ -




Q: 1 will recommend the GWTA to friends and family

Answered: 71 Skipped: O

Absolutely 79% 52 responses

1 7% 15 responses

O% 0 responses

4% 2 responses

96%

Recommend the
GWTA to friends and
family

14



Q: Identify what activities you participated in. Please check all that apply.

Answered: 70 Skipped: 1

We asked respondents to identify what activities they participated in during the Ride. Below is a selection of the top 15
activities, excluding organized rest stops which were well-attended.

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Visited a local restaurant (not already part of the included meals) 95.71%
:foss;/)ltles in Bruce Mines (outdoor concert, trolley to community 77 14%
Visited Chippewa Falls 75.71%
Hiking 47.14%
Bridal Veil Falls 47.14%
Visited a museum 44.29%
Short Cycling loop on Manitoulin Island 42.86%
Swimming 40.00%
Spanish Marina Lookout trail 38.57%
GWTA Scavenger Hunt 37.14%
Long cycling loop on Manitoulin Island 34.29%
Chutes Provincial Park 32.86%
A walk on the waterfront with Wozny (Sault Ste. Marie) 27.14%
Other (please specify) 24.29%
Hub Trail and/or Whitefish Island in Sault. Ste. Marie 21.43%

15



Q: Rate the following statements as they pertain to the Lake Huron North
Channel Section of the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail:

Answered: 70 Skipped: 1 "Trails were better marked than ever but
still need maintenance.”

“Great scenery. Highway 17 had good
wide cycle lanes that felt safe, but |

o o prefer quiet country roads mostly due to
o o road noise.”

Agree or Strongly Agree or

“The gravel sections were challenging,

that the Trail is that they enjoyed but who wants it too easy? Makes for
well-marked cycling this section good stories!”

of the Trail.

“Highway 6 Espanola to Little Current
was beautiful.”




Q: Please rate the following Trail surfaces as they pertain to this section
Great Lakes Waterfront Trail. Check all that apply. Cont.

Answered: 70 Skipped: 1

For each of the three Trail surfaces we looked at the responses by respondent, grouping their responses into three categories
based on what options they selected; positive (Enjoyable, Safe, Comfortable), negative (Unsafe, Unpleasant, Uncomfortable,
Avoided Entirely), and neutral (Prepared, with no other description provided).

Gravel

44%

positively

neutrally

Gravel sections of
the route are not
appealing to a
significant
percentage of cycle
tourists, even
amongst a
supported group of

experienced cyclists.

HWY 17 Enhanced Shoulders

Described their
experience

neutrally

HWY17 with the 84%
enhanced shoulders
provides cyclists with
a comfortable cycling
experience and is
essential to
establishing a 12%
continuous
connected route
along the Lake
Huron North
Channel, as part of
the province-wide 4%,
cycling network.

positively

negatively

neutrally

HWY 6 Shoulders

HWY 6 was noted by
participants for its
beautiful scenery, but
still has room for
improvement in
terms of safe cycling
infrastructure.
Narrow, at times
cracked or gravel
shoulders and large
truck traffic made
some cyclists feel
unsafe.

17



Q: Please rate the following Trail surfaces as they pertain to this section
Great Lakes Waterfront Trail. Check all that apply.

Answered: 70 Skipped: 1

of respondents described gravel sections of the of respondents described gravel sections of

ride as Enjoyable. the ride as Safe.

of respondents described riding the enhanced of respondents described riding the enhanced shoulders of
shoulders of HWY 17 as Enjoyable. HWY 17 as Safe.

of respondents described riding the shoulders of HWY 6 of respondents described riding the shoulders of HWY 6 as
as Enjoyable. Safe.

| WAS | TOOK A SUPPORT
ENJOYABLE UNPLEASANT COMFORTABLE UNCOMFORTABLE SAFE UNSAFE PREPARED SHUTTLE TO AVOID IT TOTAL
Cravel 22.86% 27.14% 18.57% 17.14% 30.00% 8.6% 50.00% 5.71% i
16 19 13 12 21 6 35 4
E
nhanced 34.29% 4.29% 32.86% 1.43% 55.71% 2.86% 32.86% 2.86%
shoulders of 70
1 24 3 23 1 39 2 23 2
Shoulders of
. 0 . (o] . (o] . (o] . (o] . (o] . (o] . (o]
WY 6 (Espanola  51:43% 7.14% 44.29% 2.86% 42.86% 4.29% 24.29% 1.43% 0
P 36 5 31 2 30 3 17 1

to Manitoulin)




“The Ride is a great distance challenge, and really feels like an
accomplishment. Beautiful scenery with vistas that make for
excellent photos and a friendly group of riders. | like that it's not a
race to get done, so can travel at own speed. Great support along
the way with water and snacks regular intervals.”

“I love exploring new places on my bike. The world passes by at just
the right speed while cycling, and I'm in control—can stop whenever

| wish."

“| love riding my bike and | love visiting new
places! | amaze myself with what | can accomplish
on the GWTA rides. These rides push me beyond
my comfort zone, and | love that.




Q: Rate your experience of the following GWTA event elements

Answered: 70 Skipped: 1

EXCELLENT GOOD BELOW NO OPINION/ TOTAL
EXPECTATIONS NOT APPLICABLE

Printed maps and itineraries 76.81% 20.29% 0% 2.90% 69
53 14 0 2

GPS routing data (if downloaded) 56.72% 17.91% 2.99% 22.39% 67
38 12 2 15

Included Meals 68.57% 31.43% 1.43% 0% 70
48 22 1 0

Community-hosted welcome stops 77.14% 22.86% 0% 1.43% 70

54 16 0 1




Q: Rate your experience of the following:

Answered: 70 Sklpped 1 *Findings in the report reflect data collected through registration and survey results.

EXCELLENT GOOD BELOW NO OPINION/ TOTAL
EXPECTATIONS NOT APPLICABLE
Hotel accommodations 24.64% 46.38% 0.00% 30.43% 69
17 32 0 21
Campgrounds (Bruce Mines, Blind River, Massey, Little 17.91% 34.33% 1.49% 46.27% 67
Current) 12 23 1 31

Tour spending on

of respondents stayed
in hotels for more than
2 nights.

hotel mghts Participants who otherwise camped stayed in O
hotels a minimum of 2 nights in Sault Ste. Marie,
‘I as camping was not available.

supporting 24 hotels in the
region during
event dates.




Additional Hotel/Motel/B&B Nights pre and post GWTA

Answered: 68 Skipped: 3

A total of

103

additional hotel nights

booked d
eight additional nights werep ;c: gw_;:_: =

87%

of respondents indicated they
extended their overnight stay
beyond the dates of the GWTA,

some adding as many as



Estimated Economic Impacts

Answered: 62 Skipped: 9

Participants were asked to estimate their GWTA-related expenses across several spending categories. $1859 average
spend for respondents staying in hotels (30); $748 for respondents who camped (32).

Estimated
expenditures of

$1,278

per person

Based on averages
per person per category

Private
transportation

Average Spent: $217

Food & beverage Average Spent: $278

Accommodation Average Spent: $540

Average Spent: $158

. Average Spent: $85

100 200 300 400 500 600 700

Retail stores

Other recreation,
entertainment, &
optional activities

o
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53% of respondents are likely to return to a community or area we cycled
during the 2024 GWTA to visit within 24 months.

Answered: 68 Skipped: 3 Q: | am most likely to return to a community or area we cycled during the GWTA to visit in:

15% 38%

Are likely to return to a Are likely to return to a
community we cycled in community we cycled in
less than 12 months 12 to 24 months




Favourite Things

In an open-ended question, we invited our participants to comment on their favourite aspects of GWTA 2024. 68 people
provided comments. Here are the 5 most frequently mentioned aspects of the trip by participants, and some of their
comments on what stood out to them.

1owra orgaNZATION 4 COMPANIONSHIP

The GWTA Event

ot o Staff & volunteers * Meeting new friends and
e Sncithe * No planning needed reconnecting with old ones
quality of staff and + Strong support available * Positive attitude of the tour,
Yolunteers was e « CAA support participants and organizers alike

* Maps, signage, and Ride With GPS
of the ride among 2 ROUTE 5 ENTERTAINMENT

participants. « Community rest stops and hosted events

) Manltf)ulm Island  Off-bike activities in communities
 Beautiful scenery

* Provincial Parks

3COMMUNITIES

"The ability to bike worry free, specifically great . Hospitality of Community hosts “Cultural Awareness: Very welcoming First Nation
CAA support.” . L2 Communities, seeing Mennonites, and being so
* Integration of communities along

warmly welcomed by mayors and other community
"Very clear route; both Ride with GPS and physical signs." the route into the tour aEas i die ios"

, , , « Connecting with Indigenous
"Strong support for the riders being available throughout." . “Seeing new areas that | would like to revisit.”
communities

25

"Enthusiastic and knowledgeable staff and volunteers.
Extremely helpful and welcoming."

"Community involvement, including indigenous
communities, along the route."




What people loved about the GWTA event

In an open-ended question, we asked what our participants enjoyed about the GWTA 2024, as well as for feedback on
what could be improved. 56 people provided comments. Here is a selection of their thoughts.

Highlights were seeing and experiencing Amazing job, even through Great organisation that had
communities, people, history, sightseeing, meeting f‘hel power OUtaEes and everything planned. Great
with fellow travellers, and meeting with First Nations. TSI HEEIE rest stops that were well
placed. Off-highway is
preferred when riding, but
wide shoulders are

As much as | liked the gravel
The daily newsletter was very valuable—very deliberate road sections, some of the

and organized with a good sense of what needs to be gravel trails could be paved or

said. packed into a harder surface. acceptable. | enjoyed the

countryside roads and

" _ It was a good trail considering packed gravel. There was
The people and riding were great. | would like safety limited roads and only one some loose gravel

briefings to inform people of safe practices when major route through the area. that was more challenging.
biking; from signalling, to letting cyclists know that you The bike leads did a good

were going to pass them. Well organized tour, lots of
volunteers who looked after
the participants well.

job controlling the pace to
feel safe.

Really loved and appreciated the organization and hard

work that went into making the ride thought-free. Always There was so much support and aid whenever and wherever it was

knew where to go, how to get there, what to eat and when needed. A pretty cushy tour with endless opportunities for views and
to stop. Loved having one responsibility—cycling. Highly delicious food.

enjoyed being welcomed by different communities and
being exposed to areas | would never have otherwise been.
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Paid Promotions
Social Media Ads

A look at Paid Media February 16, 2024 (Launch) - March 16, 2024

Total Spend

®

$1,907.82

Impressions Interactions

\|/

335,607

Srvc
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WaterfrontTrail.org English & French
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* Y2 page ad in Cycle in Ontario
* Extraordinary print demand and thousands of digital reads: 72,000+ total readership in 2024

* Early season distribution across Ontario, Québec and Canada also as insert to all subscribers
of Vélo Mag and Canadian Cycling Magazine
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Social Engagement

Digital Advertising: Ontario by
Bike E-Newsletter Leaderboard
Banner Placement (February
2024)
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Promotional
Activities

* Volunteered at
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e Qutdoor Adventure
Show

* Toronto Bike Show

ADNENTURE

Prescott & Russell:
Eastern Ontario’'s Next Great Rail Trail

Total Sent: 16,810

Total Page Opens & Ad Views: 8,281 (57.3%)
Ad Clicks: 47

CTR: 0.27%

L] L] L] L]

Ontario By Bike booth
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Co-promotion with partners r
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A News More Obitusrws Claifeds Shop Myers Momes Auto Jobs  Food

GWTA featured in newsletters: e o - o
. Great Waterfront Trail . .
Trans Canada Trail Adventure: Experience Dozens of c‘ycllsts.wﬂl be !'lere next
Greenbelt Foundation Northern Ontario by Bike and week for a ‘beautiful ride
. . . Raise Funds for Tra'ls A tour, DOt 2 race F-o’_.':ﬂ".x Au(; ’ .\ r"'n'r (.“.y‘b' 00 cycints will pedal from e Sauk to
DeStl natlon Northern Onta r|0 Lave Current in the Great Watesfront Trad Addventure

Huron Shores Website
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2028 | .\
Cyclists will be travelling threugh Huron Shores

Friday, Avgust 16, 2024

RECONNECT TO CANADA'S
. ” » 1

Press Release
sent to
4500+

recipients

The Great Waterfront Trail Adventure!
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WRT Social
Media

15 Waterfront
Instagram Posts and
Reels reaching 18,543
WRT’s Boosted
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2024 GWTA Spemal Events | Northern Superior Reception and Walk on the Waterfront

Creating opportunities for cyclists to socialize and learn more about communities connected by the Trail.
GWTA Reception at Northern Superior Brewing Co. to kick off the week included live music and appetizers, a great local craft beer, along with community speakers

Destination Northern Ontario’s Mike Wozny led a leisurely and informative 2.8 km stroll along the waterfront between Northern Superior Brewery and the Block
House Pub, part of a fascinating transformation of an old paper mill.




2024 GWTA Special Events

= ; ; Garden River First Nation’s Breakfast at Basshiing and Welcome at
el N Ojibway Park, Home of Laughing Water Beach

Chief Karen Bell greeted GWTA riders at the Ojibway Park Nature Trail head. Cyclists rode along

the gorgeous forested path to the the Ojibway Park Pavilion. To celebrate 10 years of the

Ojibway Park Trail, a special breakfast feast was served, the youth drumming group performed, i
the Chief and Councillors welcomed and described the significance of this special place. After a S‘
travelling prayer ceremony, cyclists set off on their day’s journey. The event provided a moving
opportunity to connect with and learn from Indigenous leaders and, honor the park’s deep

cultural significance.
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Find each of these landmarks along the route and in the communities
we're staying in during the ride. Show your card to our volunteers at

Scavenger Hunt &g

v-.'-:\.
, cf,mme _,

What Makes a
Successful GWTA—

draw at the celebration!

Social Media Bonus: Take a photo with any one of these landmarks and post it on
social media with the hashtag 8GWTA24 for an extra 3 tickets in the raffle draw!

Tips:
+  Numbers don't coincide to the order you'll find the landmarks,

«  Landmarks on the road are di on-route, thnghndmuksatm
stops and communities may require exploration.

« Some landmarks can be found in multiple locations along the route
Youmayﬁudmntslnyoudﬂunmmks e

P (X
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Media Release

From Chippewa Falls to Manitoulin Island: 2024 Great Waterfront Trail Adventure Promises
Unforgettable Cycling Experience Trail Adventure

Sault Ste. Marie, August 13, 2024 — The Waterfront Regeneration Trust (WRT), leading the development of
the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail kicks off the 2024 Great Waterfront Trail Adventure (GWTA), showcasing

Northern Ontario’s natural beauty and cultural richness. From August 13th to 20th, 110 cyclists from across
Canada and the U.S. will embark on a fully-supported, multi-day journey from Chippewa Falls along Lake
Superior to explore the west side of Sault Ste. Marie and continue along the Lake Huron North Channel to
Manitoulin Island.

Established in 2008, the annual GWTA cycling event showcases a different section of the 3,600 kilometres
Great Lakes Waterfront Trail. Since 2016, WRT has been working with Destination Northern Ontario
(DNO) completing the 380 km Lake Huron North Channel portion of the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail and
on the Lake Superior cycling route.

“The GWTA has been hugely successful in showing people what 30 years of investment and collaboration
can achieve”, says Marlaine Koehler, executive director of the Waterfront Regeneration Trust. “Pcople
love the Trail and rave about its vision and the amazing hospitality of its communities, earning it recognition
as an international cycling destination.”

“DNO is a long-term partner with WRT in the development and marketing of Northern Ontario provincial
cycling trails”, stated David MacLachlan, executive director of DNQO. “We are excited to be hosting the
Great Lakes Waterfront Trail Adventure in the north once again, and will continue to work with WRT in the
continued development and marketing of cycle tourism.”

The 2024 route begins with a breathtaking ride along Lake Superior’s majestic shoreline to Chippewa Falls,
which is the halfway point for the Trans Canada Highway. Lunch will be served on McCauley’s patio in
Havilland. From Sault Ste. Marie, cyclists will head east, tracing the Lake Huron North Channel, which
includes 16 communities, 12 heritage rivers, 11 northern lakes, forests, Amish and Mennonite farmland,
historic villages, and 24 beaches.

Riders will spend nights in Sault Ste. Marie, Bruce Mines and Thessalon, Blind River, Massey and
Espanola and Little Current. Other community partners will welcome cyclists at rest stops providing water
and an opportunity to learn about local life and history.

Highlights of the week-long adventure include a lively gathering at Sault Ste. Marie’s Northern Superior
Brew Company overlooking the St. Mary’s River. Riders will be warmly welcomed by Garden River First
Nation at Ojibway Park, complete with a youth drumming performance and a festive feast. Take selfies at
Northern Ontario landmarks such as Echo Bay’s Loonie and gaze over stunning lakeside views from the
Lauzon Causeway in North Shore. Riders will indulge in authentic Caribbean and West African cuisine at
Ije’s place in Desbarats, and enjoy local music as part of the Best of Bruce Mines community festivities.
They will also sample Thessalon’s scenic Coastal Trail and beachfront sunset, explore museums in Bruce
Mines, Iron Bridge and Massey, and unwind at Mississauga First Nation’s Pier 17 on its riverside patio,
lunch at Spanish Marina and hike to the lookout over Lake Huron. More than ride, there are many
swimming opportunities at Bruce Mines Jack Island Beach, Blind River’s Sellers Park, Chutes Provincial
Park, Massey’s Mouth Park, and Espanola’s Clear Lake Beach and there are many heritage trails for
evening strolls. The journey culminates with a memorable celebration dinner and medal presentation in
picturesque Little Current on Manitoulin Island.

“Cycling offers people of all ages a way to get out and explore Ontario’s communities,” says Ed
McDonnell CEO at the Greenbelt Foundation. “The GWTA provides a unique opportunity for
participants to engage with nature and experience the rich local culture throughout the Greenbelt. This
event fosters a deeper appreciation for our province’s natural beauty and vibrant communities, encouraging
ongoing support and protection of these invaluable resources.”

The GWTA 2024 is made possible through the support of CAA South Central Ontario, Destination
Northern Ontario, Algoma Country, the Greenbelt Foundation, Manitoulin Island Cycling Advocate, and
various overnight hosts. CAA South Central Ontario will provide CAA Bike Assist along the 450-km
route, ensuring participant safety and peace of mind.

“Events like the GWTA encourage many to hop on their bikes to explore Ontario’s waterfront in an
enjoyable and safe way. As long-time supporters of the Waterfront Regeneration Trust, CAA is proud to
see the impact these efforts are having in connecting communities and supporting travelling by two wheels
across the province. This includes the expansion of the Great Waterfront Trail along Lake Superior, and
our team is excited to experience part of this route on this year’s GWTA!”, Michael Stewart, Community
Relations Consultant, CAA South Central Ontario.

The Waterfront Regeneration Trust continues to make strides towards completing a continuous Trail in the
North along Lake Superior in collaboration with communities, Superior Country, Algoma Country,
Destination Northern Ontario and the Ontario Ministry of Transportation. People can experience progress
by downloading 5 Drive and Ride self-guided itineraries for the Superior.




Quotes

“Cycle tourism provides slower, closer enjoyment of places
we choose to visit. From our first GWTA forward we've made
friends for life with whom we share a common interest in
enjoyment of the magnificence of Canada’s Great Lakes
network of trails, communities and pristine vistas you'll not
find anywhere else in the world—inspiration where water
meets the shore along 3600 km of this international tourism
destination. Eagerly we have been anticipating our return to
Northern Ontario’s 480 km portion of the Great Lakes
Waterfront Trail— this year from Sault Ste. Marie to
Manitoulin Island where inspiring vistas along Lake Huron'’s
North Channel, friendly people and welcoming communities
are uniquely different from southwestern Ontario in
Sarnia/Lambton where we hail from—but exquisitely
beautiful in its own right. Together as a legacy gift to future
generations of Canadians and those who come to visit,
preservation and appreciation of this largest freshwater body
in the world is our worthy purpose!” Bev MacDougall, Past
Warden of Lambton County.

“Within Algoma, the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail has
opened up new opportunities for local and cross-country
cyclo-tourists to explore our area safely while offering up
some of the best that our region has to offer, as it winds
along quiet country roads and alongside rivers and lakes.
We're proud and excited to welcome cyclists from around
North America to Sault Ste. Marie, and | and other members
of the Sault Cycling Club executive are looking forward to
meeting the participants of this year's GWTA and to
participating in the roll-out to Chippewa Falls on Wednesday
morning.” James Mihell, Sault Cycling Club Touring Director.

“We are thrilled to host the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail
Adventure for 2024! Our Town of Thessalon takes great
pride in our new Coastal Trail, a stunning initiative that not
only showcases the natural beauty of our waterfront but also
strengthens our community with hopes of connecting us to
the larger Great Lakes Waterfront Trail in the future. This
achievement is a testament to the dedication and passion of
the volunteers who have worked tirelessly to bring this trail
to life. Their commitment ensures that this trail will be
enjoyed by residents and visitors alike for generations to
come. We wish you the best on your tour, and we are eager
to form more partnerships like these to expand trails and
promote increased tourism in Thessalon and beyond. Enjoy
your stay and safe travels!” Mayor Bill Rosenberg, Town of
Thessalon.

“The Great Waterfront Trail Adventure showcases the best of
the Great Lakes. From the sounds of the solitary loon
wafting across the calm morning waters of Lake Huron to the
thrill and majesty of the mighty waves of Lake Superior,
every individual can find the adventure they seek on the
Great Lakes Waterfront Trail. The Trail invites both novice
and experienced bikers to come together on a 3600 km
adventure that starts anywhere along the well-signed Trail
and ends wherever the heart, mind and body

decide. Whether you are on the Trail for a day, a week, or a
month, you will experience the sheer joy and exhilaration
that can only be found exploring the natural beauty of the
Great Lakes. Our Community is blessed to be part of the
natural wonder of the Great Lakes and is open to welcoming
visitors and friends on their journey along the Trail.” Mayor
Al MacNevin, Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the
Islands.

“The Township of Sables-Spanish Rivers is comprised of tall
pines and sparking waters, and what better way to
experience them than participating in the 2024 Great
Waterfront Trail Adventure! The Township is proud to host
110 cyclists at the Massey & District Community Centre and
Arena on August 17th. This event aligns with our vision to
promote healthy lifestyles and economic growth
opportunities in our area, while still respecting the
environmental, social, and cultural diversity of the
community. The trail provides residents and visitors the
opportunity to experience the wonderful amenities and
beauty of our region with their friends and families, and we
hope to continue to partner with the Waterfront
Regeneration Trust in the future.” Kevin Burke, Mayor,
Township of Sables-Spanish Rivers.

“On behalf of Council and Staff, | would like to welcome
GWTA cyclists to the Lauzon Causeway, in Algoma Mills,
Municipality of the North Shore, on Saturday, August 17th ,
2024. We invite you to enjoy the scenery provided by the
North Channel of Lake Huron while you rest from your
exhilarating journey from Lake Superior’s majestic shoreline
to Little Current on Manitoulin Island. Relax and reinvigorate
yourselves with light refreshments, water and a selfie station.
Staff and Council would love to interact with you and may
well be able to provide some history of the Municipality of
the North Shore. Welcome to our pristine

community.” Mayor Tony Moore, Municipality of North
Shore.
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“On behalf of Council and the Municipality of Huron Shores, |
am thrilled to welcome the participants of The Great
Waterfront Trail Adventure back to our beautiful region. We
are excited to share our scenic landscapes and local
treasures with cyclists from across Canada and the United
States. This event not only highlights the natural beauty of
our trails but also fosters a spirit of camaraderie and
adventure. We look forward to creating new memories and
celebrating the joy of cycling together. Welcome to Huron
Shores and enjoy the stop along your journey!” Mayor
Matthew Seabrook, Municipality of Huron Shores.

“The MacLennan Hall Active Transportation Hub project
came about during COVID as a result of a funding
opportunity with both the federal and provincial
governments, in an effort to get people outside, moving, and
taking advantage of recreational opportunities when indoor
facilities were limited. The Township of Tarbutt was thrilled to
be able to establish a sustainable facility that would provide
rest, shade, water and amenities for those cycling or
traveling along the trail route east of Sault Ste. Marie. We
are pleased that the Active Transportation Hub is well used,
and that it helps open doors for cyclists and outdoor
enthusiasts to stop and rest along their route.” Lennox
Smith, Mayor of Tarbutt.

“As Mayor of Ajax from 1995-2018 | had the great pleasure
of working with the Waterfront Regeneration Trust in helping
complete a waterfront trail in our community and throughout
the Great Lakes. From the initial ride from Niagara Falls to
Trenton | have seen the GWTA and the trails expand and
improve. This has been achieved through strong visionary
leadership and an extraordinary partnership of waterfront
communities and their leaders. Our waterfronts are treasures
and connecting them makes all of our communities more
vibrant and welcoming. As an avid cyclist, | am so pleased
with what has been accomplished, and I'm so excited to see
the Trail expand to Lake Superior. And based on experience |
know we'll get all the way across Superior’s north shore.”
Steve Parish, retired Mayor of Ajax, Honorary Tour Director
and Great Lakes Waterfront Trail Ambassador.

“The highlight of my summer each year for the past 15 years
has been my participation in the GWTA. The relatively high
rate of return for participants, along with a stable group of
volunteers each year, makes it somewhat like a family
reunion. The social bonding of a diverse group of
participants, the stimulating exposure to the Waterfront
Trail's many natural wonders, and the physical challenge of
the week all combine to leave one with a sense of
satisfaction.” Rod Forrester, GWTA Volunteer.

“l am excited to take part in the GWTA for the very first time
(and hopefully not the last). Having never explored Northern
Ontario, this ride combines my love for cycling and
adventure, making it a perfect fit for me. | am participating in
this ride for multiple reasons. The main one is that | am
looking forward to the challenge. | have never ridden this
many kilometres in a week, so | want to push my limits.
Another significant reason is my friend Tancred. He was in a
cycling accident a few years ago and can no longer ride. He
always talked about bike-packing and undertaking an
adventure like this, so | want to do it for him. Cycling has
always been a part of my life, and | advocate for safer cycling
infrastructure within Toronto and Ontario. Cycling is not only
a great form of exercise but also a crucial mode of
transportation for many people. Therefore, it is important to
continue investing in building this infrastructure.” Amelia
Chand, GWTA Ambassador, CivicAction.
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